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Beginning Teaching Beginning Learning  

in Primary Education  

Janet Moyles 
 

The book starts with the early beginnings, that of the first stage Foundation Stage – form birth to 

age 5. Education does not start in schools. On the contrary, it starts from birth to age 3 as research 

states. The origin of the word is Latin “educate” means to lead out. Thus, teachers enable learners 

to use the talents they have and help them move on accordingly in a process for learning. 

Babies are born with great eagerness to explore and learn from every person or item around them. 

They: 

▪ make sense through their senses 

▪ can explore and experiment as they become more physically able  

▪ engage in proto-conversations (taking turns at making noises) and later in conversations using the 

language they learned from their surroundings  

▪ observe behavior, mimicking modelling by others, joining others in becoming “mind readers” 

▪ need for unconditional love 

▪ need to observe and interact with other children   

▪ are impaired by severe deprivation, exposure to violence, extreme lack of stimulation, too little 

opportunity to engage with people  

Babies have immense curiosity and joy to explore the world around them. However, according to 

OECD, 2011, family life and nursery experience vary from a country to another.  

Assisting Early Learning 

The Birth to Three Framework (DfES   2003: 5) states:  

▪ Learning is a shared process and children learn most effectively with a trusted, caring adult, not 

just resources and equipment 

▪ Schedules and routines must flow from the child’s needs 

▪ Children learn most when given opportunity to be responsible and even make errors  

This is only a selection of the content in order to give you a short view of the book, its main ideas and some other details 

that you may find helpful. It neither summarizes nor substitutes the content. It is always advisable to read any book of 

choice from the beginning to the end for comprehension, benefit, and unbiased review.  
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▪ Children are respected as autonomous, competent learners 

▪ Children learn by doing rather than being told 

▪ They are vulnerable. They learn to be independent by having someone they can depend on.  

 

Assisting means interaction through dialogue or action: [teachable moment] 

• Giving a cuddle and letting go when the child is attracted by something or someone else 

• Looking into a child’s eye and showing full attention and acceptance  

• Watching them try something and smiling when they look for approval 

• Providing a piece of equipment that will move the chosen activity on  

• Being willing to listen and be directed by the child or group of children  

 

Foundation Stage – Expectations and Vision  

This EYFS is very critical; yet can best be handled when educators learn much from the parents 

about the children’s: interests, activities they enjoy, challenges, parents’ expectations, and the 

important events in the children’s lives. Building a good relationship with parents is very important.  

Developing EYFS Curriculum 

At this stage, curriculum is, as defined by Katz 1998, made up of knowledge, skills, dispositions, and 

feelings. The curriculum planned should reflect this and the children’s development.  

Regarding academic components, teaching children how to decode is not enough (Moyles 2006). 

Educators need to provide opportunities for them to read books, to want to read, and to talk about 

their reading. In planning curriculum, we need to think about what the children want to learn, not 

what we want them to do. We need to think how to help them become communicators and thinkers. 

We as educators must research and learn about up-to-date findings to use in our preparation for our 

sessions with the children.  

Multidisciplinary Working  

The book mainly portrays the British government practices and explains how centres in the UK 

provide good quality integrated services to children under 5 years and their families. These services 

include: Early Years EY staff, health visitors, midwives, family support service, speech and language 

therapists, childminders and childminder network coordinators and job center, and staff.  

The First Days at School 

Developing a classroom culture: This is a very critical stage because these children will learn to 

mark a transition to school and build their pre-school experience. Although it is important that the 

child is ready for the school, we must make sure the school and the classroom are ready for the 

child. (Broström 2002) 

Preparing the learning environment to provide child of confidence and security. It should also 

promote self-reliance and decision-making skills.  

Arrival on the first day: It is better to advise new children’s parents to start the year at least one 

week before the designated first day for the others so that they have a quieter start. On the first 

official day for all, have prepared name labels of yourself and the children. Put signs around the 

place. Plan well for showing them bag and lunchbox places, the welcome, and the parents’ farewell. 

Everything should not be hurried.  

Helping children and parents say goodbye: Thoughts children have regarding parent 

separation anxiety: unsure about being left, shy about large groups or strange people, or anxious 

that parents might not return (Fabian 2002). This type of anxiety shows itself in different ways – 
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by sitting passively on their own, wanting an extra kiss or hug, going straight in and not looking 

back, or bursting onto tears as they realize the mom is about to leave.  

How to act as a teacher? 

• Stay calm and reassure the child that the parent is coming back. 

• Distract the child and get him involved in an activity.  

• If the separation is teary, encourage parents to call later and check. 

 

Note that if parents are encouraged to leave quickly and let you take responsibility, they not only 

indicate that they trust you, but also help their child to develop that trust. (Dalli 1996) Seeing 

parents and teachers together promotes a sense of well-being for children (Margetts 2002) 

Developing belongings and friendship: A sense of belonging to the school community 

contributes to how well children and families adjust (Dockett and Perry 2005) especially when there 

are different backgrounds and educational experiences. The environment and the routines also 

need to be well-prepared because some children get confused socially. It is important that children 

are taught social competence and problem-solving skills which give them sense of control over 

their lives and enable them to maximize their potential learning power (Fabian and Dunlop 2002) 

“Buddying” is an excellent strategy to assist in this sense of belongings. Those older children can 

show caring and belonging to the pre-schoolers.   

Signs that show anxiety times:  

▪ Tantrums 

▪ Changes of behavior at home  

▪ Unwillingness to leave their parents and come into the classroom 

▪ Frequent illness 

▪ Wetting 

▪ Bullying or being bullied  

Curriculum Continuity: There are curriculum materials always designed in the UK for this stage. 

However, evidence shows that teaching approaches, daily programs and learning environments, 

continue to be very different for pre-school and school-aged children. (Dunlop and Fabian 2006) 

Records from pre-school stage can be passed on so that ample time is spent later to study the 

records more than once and have one-to-one time with the children. This way the correct preparation 

is done for each child.  

Effective transitions are a function of communication of all participations and of shared working- 

called “co-construction” (Griebel and Niesel 2002) 

Structuring of the Day: For children to flourish in school, more attention needs to be paid to the 

classroom environment Dunlop 2004), to playful learning and choice, to style of interaction and to 

building on forms of independence already achieved. It is advisable to share the day’s program 

visually so that everyone will be able to know what is happening next. Make sure programs are not 

very long so that children do not feel tired or bored. Include active and hands-on learning. School will 

be evaluated according to such kind of play at this stage.  

Evaluating your transitive programme: After the school settles, it is fundamental that you 

evaluate the entire process to know what practices were effective and which were not. Select one or 

two areas as your focus areas because it is not easy to handle all areas at once. Start working on 

these two areas to ensure that all the children’s needs are met.   
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Partnerships with Parents and Carers  

Achieving QTS Standards: In the QTS (Qualified Teaching Status) Standards for Classroom 

Teachers (TDA 2006), the first section states that teachers with QTS should be able to do the 

following:  

• Understand and respect the contribution that parents and carers can make to the level of 

earners’ attainment and well-being 

• Communicate effectively with all children, young people, parents and carers 

 

It is also important not just to achieve standards, but also to go beyond set requirements. Perry 

(1997) notes that teachers should not say, ”I’ve got to do this..” on teaching practice. Rather, try to 

consider what the school can offer you.  

 

Why is Partnership with Parents/Carers important? 

Partnership is not part of the QTS (Qualified Teaching Status) Standards, but it is often applied to 

practice relating to working with parents/carers.  

Pollard (2005) maintains that there are three patterns of involvement with parents/carers: 

1. Consumer (recipient of a service) 

2. Resource (parents useful in the classroom activities and PTA) 

3. Partners (part of the children’s development) Hurley (2005) puts this as “co-communicators” , 

“co-learners”, “co-decision makers”.  

 

Barriers to Working with Parents and other Professionals 

1. Ideological: Teachers are the experts  

2. Psychological: Teachers worrying about their being monitored by others 

3. Political: Lack of resources to support the partnership 

4. Professional: Teachers’ lack of training in handling partnership 

5. Practical: such as time and timelines 

 

Inside the Learning Mind: Primary Children and Their Learning Processes  

Attention, Perception, and Memory: According to “constructivism”, learners actively construct 

knowledge. Research states that although we can go through a complex set of events around us, we 

can only concentrate at one thing at a time. So many times, our brains are very “piecemeal” and we 

rely on our past experiences to fill in the gaps because our eyes jump from one spot to another. 

Perception is not a passive taking-in or our surroundings, but a highly active process in which the 

information supplied by our brains is at least as important as the information received by our senses.  

Similarly, remembering something does not mean retrieving information. It is also partly a 

constructive process. We can remember when we relate to certain contexts.  

The Brain and Learning: There are lots of breakthroughs in this subject – Neuroscience. The 

difference between “left brain” and “right brain” learning, the notion of modality preferences, etc… 

This links to psychology, and in this area, researches are always increasing.  

Getting Ready to Learn: Learning involves much more than the presentation of information.  

Active Learning: Children need to be actively involved, not just passive recipients and writers, for 

example, waving cards in the air. They also should be cognitively involved. For example, decision-

making, comparing, etc. Two conditions are that they should always be recognized and given time to 

reflect independently.   
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Paying Attention: Never interpret lack of attention as a problem “within a child”.  

Attention and Failure: Children who expect themselves to fail may “switch off” when confronted by 

a difficult task so that they do not fail. Encourage children to try; provide with attention-grabbing 

materials. Resilience (Greeff 2005) and high self-esteem (Lawrence 2006) are crucial in successful 

learning.  

Attention Span: Variety and change are keys. Giving examples of different tasks from the same 

content.  

Attention Grabbers: They are two categories:  

1. automatic, such as loud noises 

2. learned through our experiences, expectations and interests.  

Teacher’s Attention: monitoring the whole class and groups rather than focusing on one group.  

Seeing is Believing: When children’s experiences do not match those of the teacher’s, they will 

literally perceive things differently. Teachers should try to see from the child’s point of view.  

Understanding and Remembering: Do your best to show things in a simple way so that children 

can remember them easier.  

Learning in Communities: Mathew Lipman (1980) speaks about “communities of enquiry” related 

to works of Lave and Wenger (1991) “communities of practice”. Induction in a community is 

important for both child and teacher, especially new teachers.  

Art: Teachers need to build as many opportunities and much flexibility so that all children participate 

in art and complete the tasks. Some points to consider: 

1. Allocating time for art, not just focusing on other matters. Include a short session of art daily. 

2. Combining art with other subjects (cross-curricular links) 

3. Building process into the program (first-hand, investigating) 

4. Knowing that art is personal (images children draw represent themselves and their beliefs) 

5. Celebrating the process (encourage every little effort they make) 

6. Knowing that art is very important, not because of the skills learned, but because of the 

creativity and divergence in thinking, which children should learn as they grow. 

ICT: Pedagogy of ICT: 

1. Ensuring that children learn to use ICT functions to analyze information and interpret it 

(building knowledge gradually: provisionality) 

2. Sharing children’s work on the internet, such as website, e-mail to parents, etc… 

3. Using internet for research projects (virtual museums, or art galleries  

4. Modelling the real-world through simulation 

5. Knowing that modern hardware and software have no inherent intelligence of their own 

6. Planning for ICT properly (objectives, organization, etc..) 

7. Assessing teaching and learning with ICT 

Multi-modality: This means many forms or ways. Kress states that meaning-making develops 

through children’s active engagement with a lot of things or “stuff”. Exploration and communication 

includes gestures, talk, piles of things, dens they build, role play, cutting out, junk models and 

drawings.   
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Some Texts and Tables from the Book 
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